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Best Ornamental Trees  

Ornamental trees are prized for their aesthetic appeal and are often used to 
enhance landscapes with their striking features. These trees can showcase vibrant 
flowers, unique bark textures, or colorful foliage, making them focal points in 
gardens and public spaces. Many ornamental trees are smaller in size, which 
allows them to fit well in urban environments or compact gardens. Varieties like 
redbuds, dogwoods, and Japanese maples offer seasonal beauty, changing with 
the seasons and providing visual interest year-round. Whether used to frame a 
pathway, accent a garden, or create a serene atmosphere, ornamental trees 
contribute significantly to the charm and character of outdoor spaces. 

1. Ann Magnolia (Magnolia liliflora): This tree is similar to the Jane Magnolia, 
but it is smaller, growing about 10-12 feet tall and 8-10 feet wide. 

2. Chaste Tree (Vitex agnus-castus): This is a large shrub or small tree that 
loves full sun, is drought-tolerant, and has prolific purple blooms in spring. It 
will grow to 15-20 feet tall and wide. 

3. Cleveland Select Pear (Pyrus calleryana): This deciduous tree grows to 
25-40 feet tall and 20 feet wide, adorned with white blooms in spring. It 
prefers full sun. 

4. Crab Apple (Malus): This tree usually grows to about 15-25 feet tall and 
wide. It is deciduous and prefers full sun. Depending on the variety, it will 
bloom white, pink, purple, and red at the beginning of spring. 

5. Crape Myrtle (Lagerstroemia indica): This tree has many varieties, ranging 
from 3-25 feet tall and wide. Some even have different colored leaves 
rather than green. It blooms in the spring with red, purple, white, and pink 
flowers. This plant is deciduous and prefers full sun. 



6. Dogwood (Cornus florida): Dogwoods can grow anywhere from 10-30 feet 
tall and wide, depending on the variety. This tree commonly produces white 
or pink blooms and prefers part shade. It is deciduous. 

7. Jane Magnolia (Magnolia x ‘Jane’): This deciduous tree prefers full sun to 
partial shade and produces purple blooms, reaching 20-25 feet tall and 
15-20 feet wide. 

8. Japanese Maple (Acer palmatum): There are many types of Japanese 
maples, ranging from weeping dwarf varieties to full-sized trees that grow 
up to 25 feet. They are deciduous and display a variety of colors, including 
red, orange, green, and yellow. This plant prefers partial shade. 

9. Teddy Bear Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora )- is an attractive evergreen 
tree well-suited for East Texas, featuring dense foliage and large, fragrant 
white flowers that bloom in late spring to summer. This compact variety 
reaches about 20 feet in height by 8 to 12 feet wide, making it an excellent 
choice for smaller landscapes while providing year-round interest. 

10.Redbud (Cercis canadensis): Many types of redbuds bloom with pink to 
purple or white flowers at the beginning of spring and prefer full sun to part 
shade, pending the variety. They are deciduous and come in various sizes 
and leaf colors. 


